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Introduction
We aim to help everyone reach their potential, regardless
of any extra challenges that they might face. The teachers
and teaching assistants in our SEND department are highly
experienced at directing expertise and resources to help
individual pupils, either through intervention programmes
or in class.
Close liaison with parents is crucial to the work that we
do; regular meetings are encouraged between staff and
parents, particularly regarding pupils with EHC plans, or
those pupils on the SEND register.
Our SEND parents’ forum, which meets six times yearly, is
proving to be both useful and informative, enabling parents
to share concerns with each other, school staff and visiting
professionals.
Teachers are fully informed about individual pupils in
their classes and are offered training and support where
necessary.
Wallingford School fully complies with the Special
Educational Needs Code of Practice.
This prospectus was inspired by and created from the
thoughts, ideas and experiences of a team of SEND pupils
at a PGL residential.

Learning Difficulties
Our goal is to support young people to become independent learners. Pupils with learning difficulties – whether specific learning difficulties
(dyslexia, dyscalculia) or moderate learning difficulties – are identified when they arrive at Wallingford School through a series of straightforward
assessments.
Once pupils have been identified as having learning difficulties, interventions are organised for them. Interventions may
take the form of a member of staff teaching small groups, 1:1 tuition, or support within lessons from a teaching assistant.
We have an excellent record of diagnosing and supporting young people who struggle with literacy; we aim to ensure that they are able to meet the
challenges of GCSE courses by Year 10.
Pupils are assessed for exam concessions at the end of Year 9 in preparation for their GCSEs. Parents are fully informed of any concessions obtained.
Homework Club is available after school for those young people who struggle to complete homework, or who simply wish to do it in the school
environment.

Autism Spectrum/Asperger’s Syndrome And
Speech, Language & Communication Needs
Providing help for this vulnerable group of young people so that they can accept and cope with their differences is of paramount importance.
A key part of our work is educating all pupils so that they understand the complex difficulties experienced daily by those with communication and
interaction difficulties including Autism.
We work closely with the Communication & Interaction Support Service. Professionals from this team support individuals, work with groups and
offer advice to teachers and teaching assistants.
A successful intervention programme is offered by a team of experienced teaching assistants. This helps pupils to gain a greater understanding of
their difficulties whilst developing strategies to cope with them.

Physical Difficulties & Disabilities
Each part of the school site is fully accessible to this group of pupils, in compliance with the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA).
We work closely with the SENSS Sensory, Physical & Complex Needs Support Service, Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy Services.
Professionals from these services visit school regularly and monitor both the learning and physical access of pupils, offering advice to teachers and
teaching assistants.
Teaching assistants play an important part in enabling pupils to access their lessons effectively. They scribe, help with organisation, ensure that
appropriate seating and equipment are in place, and check that pupils are confident in using the correct technological aids.
Pupils with physical difficulties and disabilities are fully included in all areas of the curriculum; the PE and DT departments are highly skilled in
enabling this group of pupils to access a complete range of activities.

Behaviour, Emotional & Social Difficulties
Some pupils are unable to cope fully with the demands of school. These young people are supported by a skilled group of professionals in the
Flexible Learning Centre (REFLEX).
Pupils in REFLEX receive help in managing their behaviours. These pupils are supported in developing strategies that enable them to manage
themselves independently and according to the school behaviour policy.
The staff in REFLEX understand individual pupils’ issues. They implement supportive strategies whilst liaising closely with parents.
Alternative learning programmes and individualised timetables are available. These apply particularly to Key Stage 4 pupils whose difficulties are
more appropriately met outside of the traditional school setting.

Sensory Impairments
We ensure that all teachers and teaching assistants are fully trained in the use of equipment and in the inclusive teaching of pupils with sensory
impairments. We consider these to be crucial priorities.
We work collaboratively with the Hearing Impairment and Visual Impairment Services. These provide us with professionals of a high calibre to
advise teachers and teaching assistants, and to work with individuals.
The most up to date Braille equipment (including the Alva input/output/notetaker device), radio aids and soundfield systems are available to pupils.
Pupils are taught how to use them, and are encouraged to use them independently.

Transition From Primary School
We understand that moving to secondary school can be an anxious time for families. We believe that a well-supported transition is key to a
seamless start at Wallingford School. We have an excellent working relationship with all feeder primary schools. The transition process begins
during the final year at primary school. Information is gathered about all pupils on the SEND register. This information is available to Wallingford
School teachers and teaching assistants before lessons begin in September.
Wallingford School teaching assistants are allocated to the most vulnerable primary school pupils. The teaching assistants visit these pupils in their
primary schools during Year 6. Pupils then have the opportunity to visit Wallingford School towards the end of the year. They learn to find their way
around the site and attend some Year 7 lessons.
Additionally, we offer a group transition programme for pupils with behaviour or emotional difficulties. This helps them to overcome any anxieties or
fears that they might have about their new school.
A meeting for parents of Year 7 SEND pupils takes place in Term 1. Parents have the opportunity to meet each other and members of the Wallingford
School SEND Team.

FAQS
What will happen if my child gets lost around school?
Wallingford School is a very friendly place. Everyone is on the ‘look out’ for new Year 7s, pupils and staff alike will help and take new pupils to where
they need to go. Form tutors also help pupils to find their way to their first lessons.
My child is vulnerable. Where can he/she go during breaks?
The SEND Department (M1) is staffed throughout the day including breaks. Pupils are welcome there to do homework, play board games etc.
How can my child be helped with recording homework?
We have introduced ‘Show my Homework’ which can be accessed by pupils and parents online. Teachers and TAs help pupils to access this.
Can we contact school if we are worried about anything?
Yes, of course. The SENCo would prefer to be alerted before any situation escalates and likes to operate an ‘open door’ policy.

Who will help my child to make friends?
Form tutors and teaching assistants are adept at introducing children to each other and encouraging them to attend clubs.
Will my child have a TA in all lessons?
It is unlikely that a TA will be in every lesson. TA support is allocated across all year groups with emphasis being placed on support in core subjects.
My child has weak reading and writing. What help is there?
Teachers will be aware of your child’s difficulties so that work can be differentiated in their lessons. A number of pupils come out of some lessons
to have either 1:1 or small group interventions.
What if I don’t have a computer at home?
Pupils have access to computers for homework in M1 and the library during break and lunchtimes. Information will be given to pupils in September
about an after school Homework Club.

Feedback From Parents
‘From my experience you have all made the transition from primary school to secondary school for my child very smooth. My
daughter met her teaching assistant at primary school and got to know her before even starting at the school which helped
her immensely.’
‘We have received fantastic support from Wallingford School and I can’t thank them enough for all the help they have given to
my child and our family.’
‘All the TAs are friendly and available for any child to talk to.’
‘The SENDCo has answered every question I have had and has helped me in feeling that we chose the right school for our
daughter.’
‘Our son has experienced great support from his form tutor, who has also been available to deal promptly and effectively with
our concerns.’
‘Staff at school have listened to us regarding our daughter’s issues, we have worked together in making her life easier. Any
suggestions I have put to them have been tried and tested.’
‘My child went from an angry child disengaging from learning to an organised, confident teenager with the attitude: dyslexia…
whose problem?’
‘I think the school works very hard to include everybody in every possible way.’
I have appreciated the level of involvement parents have in decision making and communication as a real part of the ‘team
supporting the students’.
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